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Prof. Sherrington and Honorable Guests,
Welcome to this conference, titled “Viewing the World through Spin Glasses, an international conference in honour of David Sherrington”.

I am Michael Wong, from Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.
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I was in a similar occasion last year, celebrating the 60th birthday of Prof. Bambi Hu, known for his work in nonlinear dynamics and the Head of Physics in Hong Kong Baptist University. I remembered that the first talk was given by Prof. Paul Chu, which started with the remark “I know Bambi for so and so years …” It turned out all talks in that conference started with similar “I know Bambi for not so many years”, or “I know Bambi for so and so years …” I only know David for 21 years, which is probably among the lower quartile of the participants in this conference. So I really feel honoured to represent the Organizing Committee to give this opening address for this celebrating occasion.

[slide 3]

The meeting was originally organized to celebrate David’s 65th birthday.
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Then the date slipped a little bit to mark his retirement in October 2007. Since David is extending his stay in professorship, the meeting is now focused on one objective: to honour his scientific contributions.
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David’s research, as described by himself, is “wide-ranging and applied principally to condensed matter physics and its spin-offs in the broadest sense”.
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Comments from one of us on the impact of his work: “The creation of the field of complex systems as an archetypical exact science … Today, people not even talk about complexity but also can calculate quantitatively various quantities.”
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The Sherrington-Kirkpatrick paper of 1975, cited 1903 times up to a couple of days ago, opened a well-paved highway leading to such exotic areas as multi-valley structures, retrieval of memories from neural networks, combinatorial optimization as applied to the design of microchips, and modeling of competition in markets.
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His broad interest is aptly summarized in the title of his Royal Society Bakerian Lecture (2001): magnets, microchips, memories and markets.
The significance of this and other papers of David’s will be a continuing topic of discussion and exploration in this conference
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David’s contributions are also visible in other aspects. To name a few:
He rebuilt the theoretical condensed matter physics group at Imperial College.

He led the Oxford Theoretical Physics group and attracted excellent colleagues, visitors and postdocs to Oxford.
He served as an editor of Journal of Physics A, Advances in Physics, and OUP’s International Monographs in Physics.
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In the international scene, he was either the principal or national coordinator of several European networks of researchers from many countries. Nicolas Sourlas will further elaborate on this aspect later in the conference.
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On the more personal side, more than one of us expressed gratitude towards him, remarking that:
He always allowed his students and postdocs to explore their own ideas.
He was always available for discussions.
It was difficult to get him angry.
He was concerned of the career paths of his students and postdocs.
He likes traveling.
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I think many of us do agree with these remarks. This is probably the impetus behind the work of the Organizing Committee, led by Ton Coolen and John Cardy, with contributing efforts from Juan Garrahan, Hidetoshi Nishimori, Nicolas Sourlas, and myself. I thank them for their hard work which makes this conference a reality.
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I hope you will enjoy it.
